
J.G. BAGSHAW TD PRiSs RELEASE PRESENTATION 

MAROOCHYDORE - APRIL 26, 1978 

GOOD MORNING . . . . IT IS GOOD TO SEE SO MANY OF YOU COULD 

GET ALONG TO JOIN US ON WHAT, I AM SURE, 15 TO BE A VERY 

INTERESTING DAY. 

SOME OF YOU MAY NOT HAVE YET HAD TIME TO LOOK AT THE 

MARKET AND RATIO FIGURES FOR MARCH, WHICH CAME OUT 

MONDA 'i T UIS WE EK . 

I HAVE TAKEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO RUN SOME COPIES OF THESE, 

WHICH MAY MAKE SOME INTERESTING BACKGROUND FOR YOUR 

STOR IE S. 

· JUST BRIEFLY, THE MARKET CAME IN AT 44, 500 - ALMOST 8 % 

D O WN ON MARCH '77, SO THERE WERE ABOUT 8, 400 FEWER 

VE T !fCLES REGISTERED IN THE FIRST QUARTER OF 1978 THAN 

W l\ S T HE CASE A YEAR AGO. 

AS J TOLD MOST OF YOU DOWN IN TASMANIA, WE HAVE A FOREC J\ ST 

FOR THE YEAR OF ONLY 570,000, AND WHILE WE ARE FORECASTING 

A LIFT IN THE SECOND HALF OF THE YEAR, THERE IS CERTAIN LY 

NO INDICATION YET OF AN EXPANDING MARKET. 
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WHILE I'M PLEASED TO SEE t)S WELL ENTRENCHED IN FIRST 

' 
PLACE, OF SIGNIFICANCE IN THE FIRST QUARTER'S REGISTRATIONS, 

IS THE LIFT IN PENETRATION BY THE JAPANESE FROM ~4% 

A YEAR AGO TO 39%. 

MUCH OF THIS IS IN THE FOUR CYLINDER AREA, AND IT ·COULDN'T 

BE A BETTER TIME FOR US TO BE COMING OUT WITH A 

SIGNIFICANT UPDATE ON OUR GEMINI, SO CLOSE AFTER SUNBIRD. 

FIRST A LITTLE HISTORY ON THE SMALL CAR MARKET. 

c,,;,, BACK BEFORE 19 7 5 YOU WILL RECALL THAT TORAN A 4 WAS THE 

GMH ENTRY IN THIS GROUP WHERE GEMINI NOW SITS. 

AS A RESU LT OF GM BUYING INTO ISUZU MOTORS IN JAPAN WE 

WERE ABLE TO ARRANGE FOR GEMINI'S TO BE ASSEMBLED HERE 

IN QUEENSLAND A T OUR ACACIA RIDGE PLANT. 

SO IT IS APPRORIATE THAT OUR TD GEMINI RELEASE TODAY IS 

UEING HELD IN QUEENSLAND - THE AUSTRALIAN HOME OF GEMINI. 

THE SMALL SIZE CAR MARKET REPRESENTS JUST ON 24% OF THE 

TOTAL PASSENGE R CAR BUSINESS. 



:. 
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THAT MEANS APPROXIMATELY 104, Q00 OF THIS SIZE CAR WILL B E 

SOLD IN AUSTRALIA THIS YEAR. 

NOT TO BE CONFUSED WITH THE 112, 000 4 CY LINDER MID SIZE OR 

SUNBIRD . TYPE VEHICLES WE FORECAST WILL ALSO BE SOLD. 

LAST YEAR OUR DEALERS RETAILED 17, 600 GEMINI UNITS. 

THIS YEAR WE HA VE TARGETTED FOR IN EXCESS OF 20, 000 

GEMINIS. 

WHY DO WE FORECAST THIS VOLUME? 

LOOK AT THE BACKGROUND. 

FROM T HE MOMENT WE LAUNCHED GEMINI IT WAS A SALES 

sue --E~s. 

IN FACT., GEMINI WAS "CAR OF THE YEAR" IN ITS FIRST YEAR lN ­

AUSTRA L IA. 
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FOLLOWING THE FIRST GEMINI LAUNCH IN MARCH 1975 WE 

SU BSEQUENTLY RELEASED THE TC MODEL IN FEBRUARY 1977, 

AND TODAY'S TD BRINGS US TO THE THIRD GEMINI MODEL - BUT 

. 
WITH A NEW BREADTH OF BODY STYLES WE HAVEN'T HAD BEFORE. 

WE ALL KNOW THAT THE 4-CYLINDER MARKET IS EXTREMELY 

PRICE - SENSITIVE. 

THIS HAS BEEN PROVEN TIME AND TIME AGAIN. 

THE RETAIL RESPONSE WE GET TO OPTION PACKS THAT REPRESENT 

MONEY SAVINGS - THE RESPONSE OUR DEALERS GET WHEN THEY 

AD VEl'TISE PRICE SAVINGS - BOTH ARE MORE SIGNIFICANT IN THE 

SMAI. ! , - CAR AREA THAN WITH THE BIGGER, HIGHER PRICED CARS. 

IN T f l!S fU:'..:SPECT IT'S INTERESTING TO TRACK GEMINI'S PRICE 

C T-IA N(iES SINCE IT WAS LAUNCHED IN AUSTRALIA IN 1975. 

LET'~; LOOK AT THE SLIDE THAT COMPARES GEMINI WITH ITS 

C OM f)l·~Tl l'OKS - ESCORT l 600XL, DATSUN l 20Y, LANCER GL, 

GAL J\~rr 1600 , COROLLA SE, AND MAZDA SAVANNA/343. 
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WE'VE GIVEN AN INDEX OF 100 TO THE PRICE OF GEMINI AT 

JUNE 197 5, AND THE SAME INDEX OF 100 TO THE COMPOSITE 

PRICE OF T HE OTHER MODELS I MENTIONED. 

IT'S INTERESTING TO SEE THAT UP TILL NOW - IN EACH 6 MONTH 

READING - GEMINI HAS BEEN BELOW THE COMPOSITE INDEX OF 

ITS COMPETITORS AND STILL IS. 

IN STRAIGHT MONEY TERMS YOU' LL SEE THAT GEMINI HAS HAD 

THE LEAST PERCENTAGE INCREASE OF ANY OF ITS COMPETITORS 

AT 34 . 2% SINCE JUNE 197 5. 

S) THAT'S OUR GEMINI PRICING STORY - 1975 TO NOW. 

I ' LL LEAVE IT FOR CHUCK CHAPMAN TO GIVE YOU OUR NEW TD 

PRICING LATER IN THIS PRESENTATION . 

LF:'f'S TAKE A LOOK AT WHO BUYS G EMINI. 

WF. ORIGINALLY PERCEIVE D GEMINI BUYERS AS BEING SOMEWHAT 

YOUNGER, BETTER EDUCATED, AND WITH LESS INCOME THAN 

TORANA BUYERS. 
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WE SAW THEM AS BEING TEACHERS, NURSES AND THE LIKE, 

BOTH MEN AND WOMEN. 

WE FOUND THAT HALF OF ALL GEMINI BUYERS ARE AGED UNDER 

30. 

TH A T GEMINI HAS THE HIGHEST PROPORTION OF FEMALES BUYING 

AN Y GMH MODEL AT 45%. 

A LSO G EMINI HAS A HIGHER UNMARRIED BUYER CONTENT THAN ANY 

GMIT MODEL. 

ON F~ QU AR T E R OF GEMINI BUYERS HAVE ATTENDED UNIVERSIT Y. 

TlH~ JAPANESE HERITAGE OF GEMINI HAS CONTRIBUTED A LOT T O 

TIIE AC C E PT ANCE OF THE VEHICLE. 

Tlf ,•, WORD JAPAN ESE IS STILL -A MAJOR TURN ON AMONGST T H E 

H U YF: H..S OF SMALL CARS . 

M OST SMAL L CA R BUYERS CHOOSE ON THE BASIS OF ECONOMY OF 

PUlt C HASE A ND OPERATION - BUT GEMINI HAS THE 'PLUS' OF GMH 

SPA H.ES AN D S E RVICE. 
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ONE QUARTER OF GEMINI BUYERS ARE BUYING THEIR FIRST CAR 

AND NEED THIS RE-ASSURANCE. 

SO DO SOME LONGER-TIME DRIVERS WHO HAVE HAD BAD 

EXPERI EN CES WIT H OTHER MAKES. 

THAT'S REALLY OUR MARKET°ING PROMISE - "GEMINI - THAT ONE 

SM ALL CAR THAT OFFERS JAPANESE FEATURES AND THE BACKING 

O F GMH AND GMH DEALERS. 11 

WHILE: OUK BUYER PROFILE WAS ORIGINALLY VALID, WE FOUND 

THAT AS TIME WENT BY GEMINI WAS ALSO ATTRACTING MANY 

OLDEH., HIGHE:R INCOME EARNERS . 

SUR E, TJJEY WANTED A SMALL CAR - BUY THEY ALSO WANTED 

LUXU I' Y APPOINTMENTS. 

AND TlllS rs WHERE OUR NEW TD GEMINI RANGE STARTS TO 

Dl{C.11\DEN FROM PREVIOUS GEMINI MODELS. 

W I TIT TD, CUSTOMERS WILL HAVE THE CHOICE OF A REAL LUXURY 

SLE MODEL. 
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IN THE SMALL CAR LUXURY MARKET OUR COMPETITORS HAVE 

BEEN WRITING BETWEEN 20 AND 30% OF THEIR BUSINESS WITH 

THEIR LUXURY MODELS. 

WE ARE CONFIDENTLY FORECASTING OUR NEW SLE SEDAN AND 

COUPES WILL ALSO ACCOUNT FOR OVER 20% OF OUR GEMINI 

VOLUME. 

AND IT IS REALLY WELL APPOINTED - RIGHT THROUGH TO A 

5 - SPEED G E A RBOX AS STANDARD. 

T H IS WILL EARN US GEMINI SALES IN THAT TOP END OF T H E 

SMALL CAR MARKET WHERE WE HAD NO ENTRY BEFORE. 

A MODEL THAT WILL APPEAL TO :rHE GHIA/ EUROPEAN O R 

JAP ANESE LUXURY BUYER WHO KNOWS AND WANTS THE BES T 

AV A.lLAHLE - B UT IN A SMALL PACKAGE SIZE. 

ADDITIUNALLY, WE' VE EXTENDED THE GEMINI MODEL R A N G E T O 

IN CL UDE TWO OTHER BODY STYLES NOT BEFORE AVAILABLE . 

ONE LS A VAN . 
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THE OT HER IS A TWO-DOOR WAGON. ~ 

THE VAN WILL HA VE WIDE APPEAL FOR SMALL DE LIVERY AND 

COMME RCIAL USE. 

AND NO DOUBT TO THE EVERGROWING VAN-SET WHO DON'T WANT 

OR NEED TO GO UP TO OUR FULL-SIZ.E SANDMAN VAN. 

OUR GEMINI VAN WILL COMPETE IN AN AREA SO FAR DOMINATED 

BY ESCORT. 

AS YOU CAN SEE THEY SELL MORE THAN ONE THIRD OF ALL SMALL 

VANS, WITH C OR OLLA, MAZDA, LEYLAND MINI, DATSUN,DAIHATSU, 

SUZUKI, AND HONDA MAKING UP THE BALANCE AT RETAIL 

FOR 1977. 

WITH OUR GEMIN I VAN WE BELIEVE WE WILL MAKE A SIGNII'ICANT 

IM PACT IN THE SMALL VAN MARKET AND PICK UP CONSIDERABLE 

PLUS BUSINESS. 

THE 2 - DOOR WAGON WILL BE AIMED PRIMARILY AT THE YOUNG 

FAMILY PERSON - PARTICULARLY THE YOUNG MOTHER WHO OFTEN 

NEEDS T O CARRY A BASINETTE, PLUS YOUNG CHILDREN AND PETS, 

AND NEEDS THE CONVENIENCE OF A WAGON, PLUS THE CHILD-PROOF 

SAFETY OF A 2-DOOR. 
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THIS MODEL WILL ALSO GAIN US PLUS BUSINESS AND I MUST 

SAY I AM MOST ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT THE POTENTIAL THIS GREAT 

LITT LE WAGON OFFERS. 

APPEARANCE AND STYLING FEATURES WILL BE COVERED LATER 

BY LEO PRUNEAU, AND IN JUST A MOMENT, JOE WHITESELL WILL 

COVER THE MECHANICALS OF TD. 

BUT I'D LIKE TO TAKE A MOMENT TO TALK RTS. 

BY NOW YOU'RE ALL VERY FAMILIAR WITH THE WAY RTS HAS 

TRANSFORMED THE ROAD MANNERS OF OUR HZ HOLDEN AND UC 

TORAN AS AND SUNBIRDS. YOU' LL NOTICE THE SAME SORT OF 

IMPKOVEMENT WHEN YOU GET BEHIND THE WHEEL OF THE TD 

TOD AY. 

R TS IS OUR ADV ANT AGE . 

IT WAS OUR INlTIATIVE. 
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AND A PRODUCT PLUS, WHICH AS YOU KNOW OUR COMPETITORS 

ARE TR YING TO MATCH. 

THAT'S ALL FROM ME . 

I'D LIKE TO CALL ON DESIGN DIRECTOR, LEO PRUNEAU, TO 

CONTINUE· OUR TD GEMINI STORY. 

LEO. 



GOOD MORNING GENTLEMEN, 

NOW THAT BAGS HAS OUTLINED THE SALES STRATEGY, I WOULD 

LIKE TO TAKE A FEH MINUTES TO DISCUSS THE DESIGN OF THE 

TD GEtHNI I 

THERE ARE THREE MAJOR DESIGN OBJECTIVES IN THE TD 

PROGRAM, I I I I 

THE FI~ST IS A CONTINUATION OF THE PROCESS OF IMPROVEMENT 

AND REFINEMENT THAT BEGAN WITH THE FIRST GEMINI AND 

CONTINUES WITH THE TD, 

THE SECOND OBJECTIVE IS TO PROVIDE A VEHICLE WITH SUPERIOR 

QUALITY FINISH, AS WELL AS MAINTAIN THE HIGHEST POSSIBLE LEV EL 

OF STANDARD EQUIPMENT, 

THE FINAL POINT IS TO PROVIDE TliE MOST CONPLETE MARKET COVERAGE 

POSSIBLE, BEGINNING \•JI Tli TD, THERE ~·JI LL BE A GEt1 IN I MOD EL 

DE SIG NED TO SUIT THE NEEDS OF EVERY BUYER IN THE SMALL CA R 

MAR KE T, 

TO AC COMP LI SH Tl-lESE OBJECTIVES, THE TD MODEL LI NE UP 

HAS BE EN f NLARGED AND EXPANDED,, THE STANDARD GEMINI 

SEDA N IS CONTINU ED, AND A NEW BODY STYLE IS INTRODUCED, 

THE TWO DOOR PANEL VAN, 

THIS ALL NEW MODEL IS AIMED SPEClFICALLY AT A RAPIDLY 

DEVELOPING LIGHT COMMERCIAL AND DELIVERY MARKET, 
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THE GEMINI VAN HAS SIMPLE, CLEAN AND FUNCTIONAL LINES, 

THE .PLAIN SIDE PANELS PROVIDE THE IDEAL AREA FOR LEGIBLE 

s I G Nvl R I T I NG . 

SEVEN INCH ROUt-1D LAMPS GIVE EXCELLENT VISIBILITY ~~HILE KEEPING 

oovm MA I NTENAtlCE cosTs. 

COMMERCIAL OWNERS WILL ALSO APPRECIATE THE TOUGH, HEAVY GAUGE 

STEEL FLOOR THAT CAN EASILY HANDLE HEAVY OR AvlK\tlARD LOADS, 

AMO THE CONVENIENT ONE PIECE TAILGATE TI-IAT CAN BE OPERATED 

WITH ONE HAND TO REVEAL THE LOW LIFT OVER HEIGHT, 

FUNCTIONAL PLASTIC CENTER CAPS AND BLACK NUTS PROVIDE WHEEL 

ORNAMENTATION, 

THE GEM It; I VAt~ HAS BEEN DES I GNED WI TH FUNCTIONAL FEATURES 

TO SU IT EITHER T~E COMMERCIAL OPERATOR,,,, 

OR THE PRIVATE OWNER WHO NEEDS A COMPACT, USEFUL PACKAG E AS 

A BASIS FOR HIS PERSONALISED TRANSPORT, SOMETHING THAT' S 

!\ LITTLE MORE THAN JUST TRANSPORTATION, 

TH E EXPANDED MODEL LINE UP ALSO INCLUDES A NEW BODY STYL E 

DESIGNED ESPECIALLY FOR THE FAMILY MAN, THE Tv/0 DOOR 

STATION \t/AGON 1-iAS BEEN ADDED O FILL THIS GAP IN THE t1ARKET, 

IT HAS A HIGHER LEVEL OF TRIM Al·m EQUIPMENT THAN HIE STANDARD 

MODELS, 

I ,J/ I 



, ' 'f ,. • . ,, 

I 3 I 

THIS NEW MODEL OFFERS MORE VERSATILITY AND INCREASED CARRYING 

CAPACITY FOR THE YOUNG FA~ILY WHICH REQUIRES CONVENIENCE,,, 

ECONOMY AND EASY HANDLING IN A PACKAGE OF COMPACT EXTERIOR 

DIMENSIONS, 

IT HAS A GENEROUS REAR COMPARTMENT THAT CAN BE MADE EVE N 

LARGER AS THE REAR SEATS FOLD TO· CREATE A FLAT LOAD I ~JG FLOOR, 

THE REAR COMPARTMENT IS FULLY TR I MMED, I NC.LUD I NG THE VERT I CA LL Y 

MOUNTED SPARE WHEEL, 

A GAS STRUT SUPPORTED REAR DOOR EMPHASISES THE VERSATILE 

CHARACTER OF THE TD GEMINI WAGON, 

\·!E FEEL THE 'SL' GEMINI HAS ALvlAYS REPRESENTED A REMAR K.'\BLE 

BLEND OF STYLE, COMFORT AND EQUIPMENT, THE TD MO DEL 

CONT I NUES TH IS TR:\D IT I ON WI TH MORE IMPROVEMENTS AND REF I:'JEt1ErH S 

THAN EVER BEFORE, THE 'SL' WILL CONTINUE TO BE AVAI LABLE 

IN BOTH CCUPE AND SEDAN BODY STYLES, 

THE TD VERSION OF THIS MODEL I-IAS SEVERAL EXTERIOR R[F I NEflENT S 

IN CLUDI NG A NEW EGG CRATE GRILLE AND LARGE RECTA NGU LAR 

HE AD LAM PS, 

BODY AND PAINT PROTECTION HAVE BEEN IMPROVED WITH THE ADD IT ION 

OF FULL LENGTH BODYSIDE MOULDINGS. 

I .4/ I 



NEW BRIG-HT FIN I SH \'JI NDOW -FRAME SURROUND MOULDINGS IMPROVE THE 

APPEARANCE OF THE UPPER BODY AND, Ill 

SLOTTED STAINLESS STEEL FULL WHEEL COVERS IN BRIGHT FINISH 

ARE ALSO FEATURED, I I I 

THE 1
SL

1
S EXTERIOR THEME OF IMPROVEMENT AND REFINEMENT 

HAS BEEN EXTENDED TO TH~ INTERIOR APPOINTMENTS AND TliE LEVEL OF 

EQUIPMENT HAS ALWAYS BEEN EXCELLENT ON PREVIOUS 

THIS STANDARD IS MAINTAINED ON THE TD RANGE, 

I I SL GEMINIS,,,, 

, EVERY 'sL' STILL COMES EQUIPPED \'IITH A HIGH OUTPUT, QUA! ITY 

PUSHBUTTON RADIO,, I II •• II 

AMD A THREE SPEED HEATEP. DEMISTER AND FORCED AIR VENTILATI ON 

SYSTEM I ' ' I I I I 

AS WELL AS A FULLY PADDED INSTRUMENT PANEL THAT FEATURES A LARG E 

ELECTRIC CLOCK, II I 

AND THE INFINITELY ADJUSTABLE, FULLY RECLINING BUCKET SEATS 

PROVIDE A RANGE OF COMFORT SE TTINGS TO RELAX J UST ABOUT ANYOl~ E. 

EITHER LUTON PLAID OR CHEVRON CLOTH IS ALSO AVAILABLE AS A 

LO\'/ COST OPT I ON I 

EITHER OF THE 'SL' BODY STYLES ,, ,COUPE,,,OR SEDAN,, ,SHOULD 

PROVIDE THE RIGHT COMBINATION OF STYLE AND PRACTICALITY FOR 

BUYERS IN TIIIS SEGMENT OF THE COMPETITIVE SMALL CAR MARKET, 

I I 5/ : 
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CLEAN GOOD LOOKS AND EXTRA FEATURES ARE A COMBINATION 

THAT'S DESIGNED TO MAINTAIN THE GEMINI'S LEADERSHIP IN THIS 

AREA, 

IN LINE WITH OUR POLICY OF EXPANDED MARKET COVERAGE,, ,WE 

ARE IflTRODUCING A NEW STANDARD OF EXCELLENCE IN THE SMALL 

LUXURY CAR MARKET, 

I I I I IT s CALLED THE GEMINI SL E 1111 II 

THE GEMINI 1 SL/E 1 S LEVEL OF COMFORT,, ,REFINEMENT AND EXTERIOR 
1 FEATURES PUT IT IN A CLASS OF ITS OWN, 

THE BOLD NEW TD GRILLE AND LAMPS ARE HIGHLIGHTED BY ADDITIO NAL 

BRIGHT SURRO UND MOULDING AND HEADER BAR, 

BRIGHT, FULL SCALP WINDOW FRAME MOULDINGS GIVE 'sL/E' A 

DISTINCTIVE LOOK FROM THE SIDE,. I I II 

A NEV·i GMH DES I GNED FArl IL Y CAST ALLOY \•iHEEL IS ALSO I r~TRODU CED 

ON THE 'sLIE',.,, IT \•/As DESIGNED TO MEET TOUGH GMH STANDAR DS 

FOR STRE~iGTl1 AND DU RAB IL i TY, 

A HEAVY DUTY VINYL-INSERT BODYSIDE MOULDING IS A FEATURE 

OF THIS MODEL , I I I I 

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS OF THE EXTERJO~ ORNAMENTATION INCLUDE 

STAINLESS STE!;L ~/HEEL ARCH MOULDltJGS AS WELL AS COLOUR KEYED 

EXT ER I OR r11 RRORS. 

I ,6/, 
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THE 'SL/E'S EXTERIOR THEME OF UNDERSTATED LUXURY IS ALSO 

CARR I ED THROUGH TO THE INTER lOR I I I I THE 'SLIE I INTER I OR ~JAS 

DESIGNED FOR THE PERSON ·WHO WANTS SOMETHING A LITTLE BETTER, 

THE WHOLE INTERIOR . IS COLOUR co-ORDINATED IN THE FINEST 

MATERIALS, 

THE CHOICE OF TAN OR BUCKSKIN TRIM WITH MATCHING VELOUR 

FABRIC IS STANDARD EQUIPMENT, 

THE INSTRUMENT PANEL CRASH PAD IS COLOUR KEYED TO Tl IE REST 

OF THE INTERIOR AND FEATURES THE ADDED TOUCH OF WOODGRAIN 

1 
1 r~SERTS, 

NEW DESIGN DOOR TR!MS ARE FULLY PADDED TO THE TOP OF THE 

DOOR AND ALSO FEATURE CARPET KICK PANELS, 

THE CENTER PILLAR ON SEDANS AND REAR QUARTERS ON COUP ES ARE 

ALSO FULLY TRIMMED TO PROVIDE A MORE FINISHED ATr-10S PHERE 

TO THE 'sL/E' INTER IO R, 

A NEW DESIGN FOUR SPOKE STEERING WHEEL IS NE~ TO THE ' sL/E ', 

THE LIST OF UNIQUE LUXURY APPOINTMENTS tXTENDS EVEN TO THE 

FLOORS WHERE CAPRICE TYPE, CUT PILE CARPET IS FEATURED, 

FOR THE FIRST TIME ON ANY GMH PRODUCT A FIVE SPEED TRANSMISSION 

IS I NCL UDED IN THE STANDARD SPECIFICATION, 

AN OPTIONAL, AUTOMATIC TRANSMISSION CAN BE ORDERED IF DESIRED,,,,, 

BOTH TRAN SM ISSI ONS COME \'II Tli A CONVENIENT COLOUR KEYED CENTER 

CONSO LE, . ,7/, 
' : '\ \,. 
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ALSO INCLUDED IN THE 'sL/E' SPECIFICATION IS A DAY/NIGHT 

ANTI-GLARE INTERIOR MIRROR, 

AS WELL AS AN IMPROVED HIGH QUALITY RADIO - CASSETTE PLAYER. 

THE 'SL/E'S EXTENSIVE LIST OF QUALITY FEATURES MEANS THAT 

FOR THE FIRST TIME, REAL LUXURY DOES NOT NECESSARILY IMPLY 

LARGE SIZE,, ,,,THE 'sL/E' OFFERS TRUE COMFORT AND ELEGA NCE 

IN A CONVENIENT AND ECONOMICAL PACKAGE, 

THE 'sL/E' AND INDEED,,, ,THE COMPLETE TD RANGE STILL HAS THE 

UNMATCHED, TRADITIONAL HOLDEN ADVANTAGES, 

\·/E ·rH INK OUR NEV~ f10DELS MAKE THE TD RANGE OF CARS UN I QUE IN 

AUSTRALIA,,, ,I'M CONFIDENT YOU'LL AGREE WITH f1E AFTER YOU'VE 

EXAMINED THE CARS AT CLOSE RArJGE, AND SEEN THE CAREFUL 

DESIGN DETAIL, AS WELL AS EXTRA FEATURES THAT WE FEEL WILL 

MAINTA IN OUR COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE, 

BUT BEFORE THAT, JOE VIHITES~LL v/OULD LI l<E TO EXPL.'\ I ~l THE 

MAN Y ENG I NEER I rJG REFINEMENTS I I ' ' ' ' I 

JOE I' I I I 
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'TD' PRESS PRESENTATION 

'l'JIA!-lKS LEO, 

FROM A PRODUCT ENGINEERING STANDPOINT, OUR OBJECTIVE WITH 'TD' 

SERIES WAS TO MAKE A GOOD CAR EVEN BETTER. IN ORDER TO 

ACCOMPLISH THIS WE ESTABLISHED THESE SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES : 

TO. INTRODUCE A RADIAL TUNED SUSPENSION SYSTEM. 

TO ROUND OUT THE MODEL RANGE . 

.,. TO IMPROVE FRONT AND REAR SEATING COMFORT. 

·ro IMPROVE REAR PASSENGER ACCOMMODATION. 

TO PROVIDE A 5 SPEED MANUAL TRANSMISSION. 

AND TO INTRODUCE A LOW NOISE LEVEL, HIGH STRENGTH 

REAR AXLE. 

t~A'fURALLY THE BENEFITS OF THESE FUNCTIONAL CHANGES WILL NOT 

BECO:II:: APPARENT UNTIL YOU EVALUATE THE CARS DURING YOUR TEST 

DRIVES. 

I KNm-J l" ROM YOUR COMMENTS ON PREVIOUS MODELS THAT YOU ARE 

LX'l RUIEl.Y I '-ITERESTE D IN OUR PROGRESS WITH RADIAL TUNED 

~;usP1-:~JSI01 SYSTEMS, so LET' S REVIEW WHAT HAS BEEN DONE IN THIS 

RESPECT. 

. .. /2 
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YOU MAY BE A LITTLE SURPRI SED TO RE COLLECT THAT IT IS NOH ONLY 

17 MONTHS SI NCE WE FIRST I NTRODUCED THIS FEATURE TO YOU WITH THE 

I NT RODUCTION OF THE SUNBIRD IN NOVEMBER 1976. NOW THIS 'TD' 

SE RIES MARKS THE FINAL STAGE IN PROVIDING THIS EQUIPMENT ACROSS 

OUR COMPLETE RAN GE OF PASSENGER AND COMMERCIAL DERIVATIVE 

Vt: HICLES. 

AS ON THE SUNBIRD, TORANA, HOLDEN AND STATESMAN VEHICLES, THE 

INTRODU CT ION OF THE 'RTS' SYSTEM ON THE GEMINI HAS RESULTED IN 

AN EQUALLY DRAMATIC CHANGE BY RADICALLY UPGRADING THE RIDE AND 

HANDL HJG CHARACTERISTICS OF THIS MODEL RANGE. 

BEFORE DETAILING THE co:HPONENT CHANGES INVOLVED I LET ME BRIEFLY 

RE VIEW THE GENEFAL OBJECTIVES WHICH WE ESTABLISHED FOR EACH OF 

OUR VEHICLE LI NES TO ENSURE THEY ME T THE ENTRANCE REQUIREME NTS 

OF THt RAD IAL TUNED S USPEt~S IOi~ CLUB. 

FOR ld Ol. .'\ iW SUSPl~L~S IOH THE TARGET WAS TO PROVIDE THESE 

A HI GH LEVEL RI Dt CO~WO RT THROUGH A STIFFER AND 

FLATTER I~ IDE. 

REDU CED VEHICLE i'WlSE Arm I MPACT HARSHNESS . 

A REDUCT ION I tJ THE LEVEL OF AXLE HOP AND SHOCK­

ABSORBEP, F Al'E. 

. .. I 3 
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AND IN VEllICLE HANDLING TO OBTAIN: 

PRE CI SE HANDLING ON ALL ROAD SURFACES UNDER ALL LOAD 

CON DJ.TlON S . 

RE DUCED VEHICLE ROLL WHEN CORNERING . 

CONSTANT STRAIGHT AHEAD STABILITY. 

THE CAPABILITY TO CARRY MAXIMUM LOADING cm-IMEN SURATE 

WITH THE VEHICLE SIZE, WITHOUT THE NEED FOR SEPARATE 

HEAVY DUTY SUSPENSIONS. 

AND FINALLY TO ENSURE GOOD STEERING RESPONSE AND 

ON:..CENTRE FEEL. 

ALTHOUGH THE GENERAL DESIGN PARAMETERS REMAIN CONSTANT, I KNOW 

YO U APPt.ECIATE THAT THE SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS NECESSARY TO 

ACIHl~Vl: TllESE CBJ ECTIVE S ARE UNIQUE FOR EACH CAR LINE. 

SO wll [Li~ YOU MAY ALSO BE SURPRIS ED TO HF.AR THAT ON THE GEMINI WE 

D l D t·J()T llAVE TO L-'iTRODUCE SUCH EXT.r..NS I VE DE SIGN CHANGES AS Ot~ 

Tl!!-. UTiWI~ CAH LINCS; WE FEEL YOUR EVALUATION OF THE PRODUCTS 

TUf>AY ':1 J LI. VERIFY OUR EXTfa'S IVE TESTING, AND DEMONSTRATE QUITE 

C( l' K! ,l :-;J '/[ LY Tlu\T TliE GEMIUI RI DE AN D HANDLING IS NOW EQUIVALI:NT 

1_'0 l'IIA'I' TO \·!H I CH YOU HAVE BECOME P..CCUS TO!v!E D 01- THE GMH CARS . 

. . . /4 
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WITH UES PECT TO THE F RONT SUSPENSION GEO?:ffiTRY, ~UR DEVELOPMENT 

\WRK REVEALED THAT THE CURRENT POSITIVE CASTOR OF 5°10 1 
, THE 

t--)EUT RJ\L CA.NEER OF 0°0 ', AND THE TOE-IN OF 3. 0 mm. UNDER STATIC 

Ui:lL-'\DEN CONDI TIONS, MET THE DEMANDING REQUIREMENTS OF THE RTS 

SYSTr:M . 

NOW LET ' S MOVE ON TO THE SPECIFIC CHANGES WHICH WERE INVOLVED IN 

THE SUSPENSION AND WHICH ARE INCLUDED ACROSS THE RANGE, 

INCLUDING THE NEW STATION WAGON AND PANEL VAN MODELS. 

ROAD SP RI NGS: 

THE FRONT & REAR COIL SPRINGS HAVE BEEN RE-DEVELOPED AS A 

PROGRESS I VE P~L\TE DESIGi'J MADE FROM TAPERED DIAMETER WIRE. THES E 

PROGRE SSIVE 11-ATE SPRI NGS REPLACE THE PREVIOUS LINEAR DESIGN AND 

AUXILLIARY P UBBER REAR SPRI NGS. (SKETCH A) 

THE P l\.OGRl:SSIVE RATE DESI GN WAS SELE CTED FOR THE GEMI NI AS I T 

l'J-:()\T L DLL: ']TC OPTIMUM CO!'-'.FORT Il'J RIDE MOTION UN DER ALL LOAD 

co;~ 1 i: T 1 o:·Js THE OC CUPALJT CAPACITY OF THE GEMI NI IS THE SAHE J S 

lllllZ f,i\l~G;•'.l~ VEl!lC LES, 5 PASSENGERS Pu~D LUGGAGE , AND TO CATER F OR 

'1 I l I:--: \-JJ Th : J.f-lf~AR RATE SPRINGS RE QUI RE S A HIGH SPRING RATE. 

\.JH J \,I~ T'.~IS co:·rn I TION IS ACCEPTABLE I N THE HIGHER WEIGHT 

v;::J'.J_C LES , AS Tl-IE ADDITIONAL BODY WEIGHT LEVELS OUT THE RIDE 

MC\T JO: I lHlD2H L I GHT LOAI CONDITIO;:~S; THE GEMINI, WITH ITS LOWE R 

BODY \4EIGll1' , DEMAN DS A PROGRESSIVE RATE SPRING TO PROVIDE A 

s naLAR LIGHT LOAD RIDE MOTION. (SKETCH B) 

... Is 
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TO COPE WITH THE SPECIFIC LOAD CHARACTERISTICS F:OR EACH MODEL , 

THE SPRING RATES HAVE BEEN INDIVIDUALLY ESTABLISHED FOR THE 

SEDAN AND COUPE, (SKETCH C) AND THE STATION WAGON AND THE PANEL 

VAN. (SKETCH D) 

THE LENGTHS OF THE FRONT AND REAR SPRINGS UNDER KERB LOAD HAVE 

BEEN INCREASED. (SKETCH E) 

THESE CHANGES ALSO PROVIDE INCREASED BUMP THROUGH RESISTAl~CE 

UNDER THE MAXIMUM LOAD CONDITION AND INCREASED DYNAMIC GROUND 

CLEARANCE . 

RUBBER BUMP STOPS: 

NEW DE SIGN RUBBER BUMP STOPS WITH HIGHER PROGRESSIVE COMPRESSION 

RATES ARE USED AT THE REAR AXLE (SKETCH F) AND FRONT susrENSION 

LO\ EP~ CONTROL ARM LOCATIONS, (SKETCH G) WHICH IMPROVE THE RIDE 

COMr'ORT BY SOFTEd I NG THE IMPACT OF BUHPS. IN CONJUNCTION WITH 

TH1°: t: 1•::-J RO.\D S PRI NGS THE POSSIBILITY OF STRUCTURAL DAMAGE AND 

D LS'l '{Jl{T J ml CAUSED BY SEVERE BUMP THROUGH HAS BEEN MINIMI ZE D . 

. . . I 6 
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SHOCK ABSOr,BERS: 

THE CALIB RATIOT'-i OF THE SHOCK ABSORBERS IS MORE LINEAR DUE TO 

VALVl Nl~ CHAN GES. THE FRONT ABSORBERS ARE IDENTICAL ACROSS THE 

MODEL RA.tJCE (SKETCH H) WHILE AS WITH THE ROAD SPRING RATES, THE 

REAR SHOC K ABSORBER CALIBRATIONS ARE SPECIFIC FOR EACH MODEL TO 

PROVIDE FOR THE RESPECTIVE LOAD CHARACTERISTICS REQUIRED. 

(SKETCH J) THIS RESULTS IN A SMOOTHER FLATTER RIDE, WITH MORE 

POSITIVE ROAD HOLDING QUALITY, INCREASED RIDE COMFORT AND 

REDUCED SHOCK ABSORBER FADE. 

STABILIZER BARS: 

FRONT AND REAR STABILIZER BARS ARE NOW STANDARD ON ALL MODELS, 

THE DIAMETER OF THE FRONT BAR BEING 22 mm. (SKETCH K) AND THE 

REAR BE I NG 13 rrm. (SKETCH L) THE REAR BAR IS A DECOUPLED TYPE 

S H~I LAR IN PRIN CIPLE TO THAT USED ON OTHER GMH MODELS. THIS 

EQUI p m tn MIN I MIZES BODY ROLL AND GIVES OPTIMUM ROLL COUPLE 

DlS'i.T l HUT JO:·l, WHILE ALSO EN SURING MORE POSITIVE HAl\JDLING AND 

lHPRlJV~- D LI NEARITY OF ST.SERI NG RESPONSE. WITH THIS DESIGN, 

NOISl ·'. 'iTA ·JSi'lISS ION I NTO THE PASSENGER COMPARTMENT IS ALSO 

H1Di~f, '-i.UO .' 13 WHEELS REPLACE THE CURRENT 4.50 x 13 SIZE, AND 

TOCL~T,IL-: R HlTH STEEL BEL TED RADIAL TYRES ARE STANDARD ACROSS THE 

RANGE . TllIS ENSURES OPTIMUM HANDLING AND STEERING CONTROL DUE 

TO HIGJIJ::R LATERAL TYRE STIFFNE SS AND PROVIDES MAXIMUM TYRE LIFE . 

. . . I 7 
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AS I MENTIONE D PREVIOUSLY, THESE CHANGES .HAVE ~SULTED IN AN 

EXCELL r~NT , WELL BALAl.\lCED 'RTS' SYSTEM PROVIDING PRECISE CONTROL 

UNDE R ALL DRIVING CONDITIONS. 

STATION WAGON & PANEL VAN: 

LET' S NOH TURN TO OUR SECOND OBJECTIVE; THE ROUNDING OUT OF THE 

RANGE BY PROVIDING AS A MAJOR INTRODUCTION TWO ENTIRELY NEW 

MODELS, THE STATION WAGON AND .PANEL VAN. 

FROM YOUR COMMENTS AT VARIOUS TIMES I KNOW YOU ARE ALL WELL 

AWARE OF THE IMPORTA.~CE OF RETAINING PART INTERCHANGEABILITY, 

BOTH F ROH A CUSTOMER COST VIEWPOINT AND ALSO IN REGARD TO READY 

AVAI LAlHLI TY; BOTH OF WHICH FACTORS ARE OUR CONSTA1~T WATCH-

WORDS WHEN DESIGNING, TO ENSURE CUSTOMER SATISFACTION IN AFTER 

SALES SERVICE . 

YOU WILL f,E IMTE RE STED TO KNOW THEREFORE, THAT THESE NEW MODELS 

ARE l lJL:.i·JT TCAL TO THE GEMI NI SEDAN FRONT END SHEETMETAL AHD BODY 

PA ~:1,:1.S /,:., ~~ AR BACK AS THE LEADING EDGE OF THE FRONT DOORS; AND 

FEO. 1. Tfl L~; POHlT A VAN TYPE BODY INCORPORATING A ONE-P-CECE 

G/\:i-ST!W'f surPORTED REAR DOOR IS COMMON TO BOTH BODY STYLES . 

. . . I 8 
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IN FACT THE SE UN ITS ARE A UNIQUE AUSTRALIAN DESIGN BLENDING OF 

l'WO ESTABLISHED BODY DESIG:\JS. THE FRONT SECTION IS THE JAPANESE 

lSUZU l:SASE DESIGN FOR OUR GEMINI, AND THE REAR SECTION IS DRAWN 

FROM Till~ GERMAN OPEL DESIGN. 

THE STATION WAG ON BODY HAS ADJUSTABLE OUTWARD OPENING SIDE 

WINDOWS ADJACENT TO THE REAR SEAT PASSENGER, PROVIDING EXCELLENT 

VISI BILITY AN D CONTROLLED VENTILATION, AND FIXED SIDE WINDOWS 

ADJACENT TO THE REAR LOAD AREA, WHICH PROVIDES THE ALL-ROUND 

VISIBILITY DESIRED IN A PASSENGER VEHICLE. TO AVOID GLASS 

DAMAGE FROM COMMERCIAL LOADS AND PROVIDE IDENTIFICATION SPACE 

FOR ADVERTISING PURPOSES, BODY SIDE COVER PANELS REPLACE THESE 

WIN DOWS ON THE PANE L VAN. 

THE SEDAi.~ REAR BU11PER BAR I S USED ON BOTH MODELS AND THE LICENCE 

PLAT[ IS M01.JL~T2 D IN A COMMON CENTRAL LOCATION AT THE LOWER 

SECTJ o:~ OF Tlll~ l .. ,EAR DOOR. 

Th TS l ,; 'fL RC!lA:·JGL'\B lLITY FEATURE EXTENDS THROUGH THE MECHAl'HCAL 

lTL!t~; 1\S FAR AS POSS IBLE, WITH VARIATIONS ONLY TO SUIT LOCAL 

ROAD COirnITlOU S A.~ D BODY STYLE REqUIREMENTS. 

. .. /9 
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INT£RIOR ILLUMINATION: $ 

TO ENS URE ADEQUATE I NTERIOR ILLUMINATION WE HAVE PROVIDED THE 

NORMAL ROOF LAMP OVER THE PASSENGER AREA, AND IN ADDITION A 

FURTHER ROOF LAMP IN THE LOAD COMPARTMENT WHICH IS OPERATED BY 

AUTOMATIC SWITCHES AT BOTH THE FRONT AND · REAR DOORS. 

LOAD cm,p ARTMENT : 

TALKING OF THE LOAD COMPARTMENT, WE HAVE PROVIDED VERY ADEQUATE 

SPACE IN THIS ARE;A. 

THE REAR SEATING IN THE STATION WAGON IS HINGED TO PROVIDE A 

CONTINUATIC't~ OF THE FLAT LOAD FLOOR, WITH THE BACK OF THE SEAT 

IN THE FOLD-DOWN POSITION EXTENDING TO THE SEAT CUSHION, WHICH 

FOLDS UP TO PROVI DE A LUGGAGE BW,WARK. 

TllE OVERALL DIME t~SIONS ON THE STATION WAGON ARE: (SKETCH M) 

FLOOR LENGTH WI TH REAR SEAT DOWN - 1590. 5 mm. 

FLOOR LG·1GTH WITH RE AR SEAT UPRIGHT - 1043. 5 mm. 

M..A..XI HL:. r HE I GIIT 

CI DTll B E'.!.'WEEN WHE ELHOUSES 

t-1/\;{l~IlJH WIDTH 

. ,, 

798.5 mm. 

- 1027. 0 mm. 

- 1259.0 mm . 

... /10 
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AND ON THE PANEL VAN, WHICH VARIES IN HEIGHT ANQ CARGO FLOOR 

LENGTH DUE TO THE DIFFERENT TRIM FINISH CONDITIONS, THE 

DI~IBNSI ONS ARE: (SKETCH N) 

LENGTH OF CARGO FLOOR 

MAXI.MUN HEIGHT 

WIDTH BETWEEN WHEELHOUSES 

MAXIMUM WIDTH 

- 1603.0 mm. 

813.0 mm. 

- 1028.0 mm. 

- 1259.0 mm. 

TO ENABLE THE MOST PRACTICABLE USE OF THE LOAD AREA FOR REGULAR 

COMMERCIAL USE, COMMENSURATE WITH THE MOST ECONOMICAL 

REGISTRATION COSTS, WE HAVE ESTABLISHED THE GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT 

AT 1362 KG. ON THE PANEL VAN, AND SPECIFIED A MAXIMUM PAYLOAD 

CAPACITY OF 450 KG. 

SEATI~IG COMFORT & RE.AR PAS SENGER ACCOMODATION: 

OUR OEJC:CTIVES OF Il1PROVING SEAT COMFORT AND ACCOMODATION FOR 

THE PE1\R PASSI.:NGERS INVOLVED CHANGES TO FRONT AND REAR SEAT 

Df'.S l r~ ; PLUS SOME ASSOCIATED ITEMS. 

!•'(, :. 1.· .:~TA~iC~ , YOU WILL NOTICE WHEN TRAVELLING THAT THE FRONT 

1-;LJC!:L'! S!~ATS PROVIDE A SMOOTHER RIDE. TO MORE EFFECTIVELY 

/\l:~ f;P,_·, VJBILI\TIOL'1 WE HAVE REVISED THE SPRING DESIGU AND HAVE ALSO 

~;l)UI Fli:.D THE SIDE WING .3HAPE, THUS PROVIDING ADDITIONAL LATERAL 

!:,LJPPOlt i.'. 

. .. /11 
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REAR SEATS: 

IF YOU CARE TO TRAVEL AS A REAR SEAT PASSENGER FOR A WHILE, YOU 

WILL NOTICE THAT THE COMFORT AND ACCOMODATION IN THIS AREA HAS 

BEEi'l I HPROVE D BY: 

REDESIGNING THE BACK OF THE FRONT SEATS TO PROVIDE A 

CURVED SURFACE IN THE LATERAL PLANE FOR INCREASED 

KNEE CLEARANCE. 

REVISING THE LOWER REAR EDGE OF THE FRONT SEAT 

CUSHION , THUS INCREASING THE CLEAR.Ai~CE BETWEEN SEAT 

BASE AND THE FLOOR PAN. THIS FURTHER COMPLEMENTS A 

CHANGE TO THE FLOOR PAN CONTOUR INTRODUCED LATE IN 

THE 'TC' MODEL LIFE IN PROVIDING ADDITIONAL TOE ROOM . 

(SKETCH P) 

AND F I NALLY, BY RE VISING THE DESIGN OF THE REAR SEAT 

BACK TO GIVE A DEE PER SEATING POSITION, WHICH IN 

CONJU~CT ION WITH NEW CONTOURS ON THE FRONT EDGE AND 

COI{NEP,S OF ThE SEAT CUSHION, IMPROVES COMFORT Ai:~D 

PROVIDES ADDITIOHAL CLEARANCE FOR ENTRY AND EXIT. 

(SKETCH R) 

FROtn '.3E .t\T BELT P,'.'l CHORAGE: 

m~ TUE SEDAN ~lODELS THE FRONT SEAT BELT RETRACTOR IS NOW LOCATED 

ON Tl-It~ CEtlTRE PILLAR COMPLEHENTING THE REAR SEAT CHANGE IN 

PROVIDI NG ADDITI ONAL CLEARANCE FOR REAR PASSENGER ENTRY AND 

EXIT. 

. .. /12 
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5 SPEED TRANSMISS I ON : 

OUR OBJECTIVE IN I NTRODUCING THE 5 SPEED MANUAL TRANSMISSION, 

WH ICH WILL BE STAN DARD ON THE TOP OF THE LINE 'SL/E' MODEL AND 

OPT IOI~ALLY AVAILABLE ON ALL OTHER MODELS, WAS TO INCREASE THE 

COMFORT OF LO NG DISTANCE HIGHWAY TRAVELLING BY PROVIDING A 

SMOOTH , QUIET RUNNING CRUISING GEAR, WITH THE ADDED ADVANTAGE OF 

AN OVE RALL FUEL ECONOMY IMPROVEt1ENT OF APPROXIMATELY 6%. 

THE FOUR LOWER RATIOS IN THIS 5 SPEED TRANSMISSION ARE THE SAME 

AS THE 4 SPEED UNIT FITTED TO OTHER MODELS, WITH THE ADDITIONAL 

TOP GEAR OVERDRIVE RATIO BEING .85:1. (SKETCH S) 

REAR AXLE: 

A NEW GMH DE SIGNE D AND MANUFACTURED SALISBURY REAR AXLE HAS BEEN 

INTRODUCED, WHI CH ACHIEVES OUR OBJECTIVE OF A LOW NOISE LEVEL, 

HIGH STRUJGTH UNIT . THIS DESIGN FEATURES IMPROVED SUPPORT OF 

THE AXLE DRIVE GEARS, WHICH I NCREASES DURABILITY THROUGH 

MJNI ~lJ ZJ.:: D GEAR DEFLECTION AN D ALSO CONSEQUENTLY REDUCES THE AXLE 

NO [ SE. A t!EW CAST ALillHNI UM EXTEN SION HOUSING PROVIDING A 

\✓E l Gl!T n•~DUCT IOH HAS ALSO BEEN I NTRODUCED. (SKETCH T) 

J !fl'EPCll/l~~C''-.,\IHL ITY ACROSS OUR MODEL RANGE IS EXTENDED, AS MANY 

1 N'i't•:Pl'!Af. c:o ·:r>OL-JCNTS ARE COMMOL~ WITH THE 'UC' AND PREVIOUS 1'0 RANA 

I\" 1,1~<;, \✓ ITli THEIR P ROVEN DU RABILITY PERFORMANCE . 

.. . /13 
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S UPPLEME TAH.Y CHANGES 

SUPPLEMENTING THESE \"",.A.? .. "':{ FUNCTIONAL CHANGES WE HAVE ALSO 

INTRODUCED CHANGES TO ~HE RADIO AND HEADLAMPS. 

RADIO: 

AS WITH YOUR RECENT EXPE RIENCE IN THE 'UC', WHEN YOU LISTEN TO 

THE RADIO YOU WILL FIND THAT THERE IS SUBSTANTIAL RAl"\JGE AND 

CLEAR RECEPTION, AS THE UNIT HAS BEEN UPGRADED BY AGAIN 

INCREASING THE OUTPUT ALMOST 70% TO 5 WATTS. 

HEADLAMPS & ALTERNATOR: 

THE NEW RECTANGULAR HEADLAMPS YOU HAVE SEEN IN LEO'S 

PRESENTATION ARE NOT ONLY AN APPEARANCE FEATURE, BUT ARE OF 

HIGHER INTENSITY ; 75 WATT ON HIGH BEAM, 60 WATT ON LOW BEAM, 

AND A RE STAl"\JDARD ON THE STATION. WAGON, 'SL' , Al"\JD 'SL/E' MODELS. 

TO Ei'!SURE THAT ADEQUATE OPE RATI NG CURRENT IS AVAILABLE FOR THIS 

EQUlPtrSNT , A NEW HIGHER CAPACITY 50 AMP ALTER.l"\JATOR IS ALSO 

STA'.~LlARD ON THESE MODELS. 

Ct .. ST ,\LLOY \JllEEL: 

FJ 141\; .LY I WOULD LIKE TO LET YOU KN OW THAT THE ATTRACTIVE GMH 

lll::--; I G\J r: AST ALLOY WHEEL WHICH LEO MENTIONED IS ONLY OUR FitST 

E ·l 'J'l~Y l'.'JTO THIS FIELD, A.~D SIMILAR DESIGNS WILL PROGRESSIVELY BE 

HH'IWDUCED FOR OTHER MODELS. EXTENSIVE DYNAMIC RIG TESTS, AND 

MANY THOUSA:~DS OF TEST KILOMETERS AT LANG LANG, HAVE PROVE D THAT 

THIS 'TD' WHEEL EXCEEDS THE STANDARDS ASSOCIATION OF AUSTRALIA 

SPECIFI CATIONS BY OVER 100%. 

. .. /14 
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THANK YOU JOE: 

BAGS, LEO AND JOE HAVE GIVEN YOU THEIR USUAL CONCISE BUT 
COMPREHENSIVE RUNDOWN ON THE CARS FROM THEIR SPECIALIST 
POINTS OF VIEW - AND, AS USUAL, THEY HAVEN'T LEFT ME 
WITH MUCH TO SAY. 

HOWEVER, I DO WANT TO MAKE A COUPLE OF GENERAL OBSERVATIONS 
ABOUT OUR OVERALL PRODUCT LINE-UP. 

I THINK THAT PERHAPS THE MOST SIGNIFICANT ASPECT OF TD IS 
THAT IT UNDERLINES THE QUITE DRAMATIC CHANGES TAKING PLACE 
IN THE MIX AND CHARACTER OF PASSENGER MODELS WE NOW OFFER. 

YOU'LL REf:lEMBER WE RATIONALISED THE 'HZ' AND 'UC' RANGES 
CONSIDERABLY - REDUCING THE TOTAL NUMBER OF AVAILABLE MODELS 
WHILE SUBSTANT IALLY UPGRADING BASIC SPECIFICATIONS AC ROSS TH E 
BOARD . WE ALSO KE PT THE LID ON PRICING. 

TH E EXPANSION AND DIVERSIFICATIO:~ OF THE GEMINI RANGE FOLLOW ED 
QUITE LOGICALLY, AND TAKES THE PROCESS QUITE A BIG STEP FURTHER. 

THE COMB IrJED EF FECT OF OUR LAST THREE RELEASES, IN A PE RI OD 
OF ABO UT SIX MONTHS - HAS BEEN A MARKED SHIFT OF EMPHASIS 
TOWARD MEDIUM AND SMALL CARS. 

21 .. 
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WE NOW HAVE THIRTEEN PASSENGER MODELS IN THE ·MID-SIZE AND 
SMALL CAR SEGMENTS, AND SEVEN IN THE REGULAR HOLDEN AND 
STATESMAN GROUP. 

THAT'S A BIG SHIFT, AND ONE THAT HAS REALLY TAXED THE 
RESOURCES OF OUR ORGANISATION. BUT IT HAS ALREADY BEGUN 
TO BEAR FRUIT, AS OUR MARKET SHARE IN RECENT MONTHS 
DEMONSTRATES. 

WE' RE CONFIDENT WE HAVE A MODEL LINE-UP VERY MUCH IN TUNE 
WI TH THE EVOLUTIONARY CHANGES TAKING PLACE IN THE MARKET -
IN TERMS OF MIX, SPECIFICATIONS AND PRICE . . THE EFFORT WE'VE 
PUT INTO THIS PROGRAM, WHICH - AS I'M SURE YOU ALL K~OW IS 
CONTINUING -- IS THE BEST EVIDEf~CE I CAN OFFER OF OUR 
DETERM INATION TO TACKLE COMPETITION ON ALL FRONTS. 

IN FACT, I THINK WE ARE CURRENTLY IN MUCH BETTER SHAPE 
COMPET ITIVELY THAN WE'VE BEEN FO~ MANY YEARS. 

A WORD AbOUT TD GEM INI PRICING, 

DETAILS OF THESE, BY THE WAY, ARE IN YOUR PRESS KITS - SO 
HIERE Is tJO N[ED TO WR I TE THEM DOWN NOW I 

31 .. 



- 3 -

FIRST_, THE ill VERSIONS OF THE EXISTING GEMINI MODELS: . . 

- THE GEMINI SEDAN, 
GEMINI 'SL' SEDAN 

AND 
GEMINI 'SL' COUPE. 

THESE WILL NOT BE INCREASED IN PRICE, DESPITE THE INCORPORATION 
OF RTS, lHE STYLING CHANGES AND THE UPGRADED STANDARD SPECIFICATIONS. 

THIS NEXT CHART SHOWS PRICES FOR THE FOUR NEW MODELS: 

- THE LUXURY 'SL/E' SEDAN AND COUPE, 
STATION WAGON AND PANEL VAN. 

THEY ARE, AS YOU CAi~ SEE, ALL VERY KEENLY PRICED, AND WI LL OPEN 
UP FOR US AREAS OF THE LIGHT CAR MARKET TO WHICH WE' VE SO FAR fJO l 

HAD ACCESS. 

I'LL NOW HAND OVER TO JOHN BREMNER, WHO WI LL GIVE YOU A BRIEF 
RU i~lJOv!i~ ON THE DAY'S PROGRAM . I'M SURE HE 'LL ALL FIND IT AS 
ll .JOYf~BLE AS OUR RECEfH RUN AROUND TASMANIA) AND I'M CE RTAI NLY 

LOOKING FORHMrn TO RIDING WITH YO U. 

* * * * * * 
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